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of energy is not violated by this process. Now, this
is a perfect illustration of what goes on in the fourth
type of becoming. A natural system passes from
one state to another which is more complex. It is
no longer a mere sum that can be described by a few
elementary concepts ; it has become a whole, a
totality, a unit, that requires a great number of
concepts for its description, since it abounds in a
variety of relations. This all happens without any
machine-like preformation in space.

Thus then we have justified vitalism on the basis
of logic and ontology : wholeness is a legitimate
concept, and becoming that leads from non-whole-
ness to wholeness, i.e. unifying causality, is one of
the a priori possible forms of becoming. We have
proved this on the foundation of what may be
called " the geometry of becoming " in the form of
an analogy.

We may also say, though we have not used the
word so far, that we have proved wholeness and
becoming to be real categories, and the union of whole-
ness and becoming to be a legitimate categorical union.

But what about the concept of teleology, which is
certainly much more popular than wholeness and
unifying causality are ? To put it briefly : Apart
from its psychological and its merely descriptive
sense we may use the word teleological whenever a
result that is a whole is reached by a succession of
various steps or phases of becoming, each of which is
subject to unifying causality. The words evolution
or evolutionary becoming may also be applied in this
case, as, for example, in embryology.